
A Funder’s Perspective on the Value 
of Communications 



Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 
invests in organizations and partnerships 
engaged in Land Conservation and Artistic 
Vitality in the Chicago region and the South 
Carolina Lowcountry 

http://gddf.org/programs/land-conservation/
http://gddf.org/programs/artistic-vitality/
http://gddf.org/programs/artistic-vitality/




Calumet – Millennium Reserve 



Forest Preserve District of Cook County 



Grand Kankakee Marsh (potential 
National Wildlife Refuge 



Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge 



Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 



How we doin’? 







Facebook 
20% vs. 8% among peers 



Blog 
9% vs. 5% 



Twitter 
8% vs. 4% 



None of the above 
31% vs. 46% 

Don’t know whether the Foundation 
uses these online media resources 

39% vs. 38% 







Use and value of 
social media 

Key questions for future 
communications strategy 

Original content generated by GDDF vs. 
supporting grantee partners in their 
communications efforts 


